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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Exchange agreement signed with Madagascar 
Initial research will focus on frogs and fossils . Eventually, Grand Valley's 
newest university exchange program could involve a collaborative health 
care program with a country off the African coast. 
Provost Gayle Davis and Pascal Ratalata , from the University of 
Fianarantsoa, in Madagascar, signed papers September 24 that formal-
ized faculty and student exchange programs between the universities. 
Ratalata is a vice president at Fianarantsoa and director of an environ-
mental foundation . He said the university has numerous exchange 
agreements, but the one with GVSU is "considered the most important." 
Through a French interpreter, Ratalata said the agreement combines 
technology from "the world's superpower" with the tremendous - but 
threatened - natural resources in Madagascar. 
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Grand Valley biology professor Karel Rogers has conducted research 
projects in Madagascar and said the country faces a serious environmental 
problem because of its unstable financial base and growing population. 
The United Nations and several other partners established a UNESCO 
Biosphere Project in the eastern portion of Madagascar 10 years ago to 
work with locals and develop a sustainable relationship between humans 
and nature. 
Photo by Heidi Noorman _ 
Provost Gayle Davis and Pascal Ratalata, from the University of 
Fianarantsoa, sign papers formalizing an exchange agreement. During 
a gift exchange, Ratalata gave Davis the shawl she's wearing. 
During his week-long stay at Grand Valley, Ratalata al so met with 
Rogers and a student, junior Kati Smith, plan to travel there next sum-
mer to collect DNA samples from a frog genus and study Cenozoic fos-
sils . Rogers said National Geographic accepted her pre-research proposal 
to locate and study fossils . She expects to hear by February if the organi-
zation will fund the project. 
faculty members from the School of Health Professions and Kirkhof 
School of Nursing. Davis said the Physician Assistant Studies program 
expressed interested in sending students to Madagascar. 
Coordinated through the International Education Division , Grand Valley 
has 32 similar agreements with foreign universities and organizations. 
What's Ahead 
Detroit, Grand Rapids 
programs help businesses 
China's importance as a trading partner for the 
United States continues to grow - especially 
for Michigan's key automotive and manufac-
turing sectors. A pair of programs by the Van 
Andel Global Trade Center will help execu-
tives doing business in China (or executives 
interested in doing business there) increase 
their effectiveness. 
"Access China" will lead participants through 
a program that will help them develop exports, 
imports, joint ventures, direct investments and 
business integration with Chinese enterprises . 
The program will run Tuesday and 
Wednesday, October 7-8, at the Cook-De Vos 
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Center for Health Sciences and on Thursday 
and Friday, October 9-10, at Schoolcraft 
College's VisTaTech Center in Livonia. 
Grand Valley's Hari Singh , professor of eco-
nomics , and Jeffrey Meyer, executive director 
of the VAGTC, are scheduled speakers along 
with business and manufacturing experts. For 
information, call x 16811. 
Israeli woodwind master 
performs for Arts at Noon 
The highly celebrated Israeli musician Eyal 
Sela will bring his blend of Eastern and 
Western ethnic music to Grand Valley on 
Wednesday, October 8. 
The noon performance, at the Cook-DeWitt 
Center, is part of 
the Arts at Noon 
series and Arts 
Midwest tour. 
Sela and his four-
member ensemble , 
Darma, use music 
to tell the stories 
of the land and 
people of the 
Middle East , the 
Balkans , Turkey, 
and India. Some of 
Eyal Sela 
the traditional instruments the musicians play 
are the Iranian zarb (an Iranian percussion 
instrument), the Turkish clarinet , the oud (a 
stringed instrument considered the precursor to 
continued on page 2 
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What's Ahead 
continued from page 1 
the Spanish guitar), the Indian bamboo flute , and the Irish penny whistle, 
to name a few. 
Sela, a graduate of the Music Academy of Tel-Aviv University, has 
recorded with many highly regarded artists and is becoming one of the 
most influential world music artists. He has performed internationally and 
is now touring the United States with Darma as part of Arts Midwest, a 
nonprofit organization dedicated to bringing world arts and cultural 
events to America's heartland. 
Flu shots scheduled throughout week 
Grand Valley will offer flu shots to all retirees, faculty and staff members 
and their dependents who wish to participate. The cost of the shots will be 
covered by GVSU. 
No appointments are necessary. Shots will be given on a first-come, first-
serve basis. The schedule is below: 
• Cook-DeVos Center for Health Sciences: Tuesday, October 7, 
10 a.m.-2 p.m., room 425 . 
• De Vos Center: Thursday, October 9, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. , first floor. 
• Eberhard Center: Thursday, October 9, 2-6 p.m., room 414. 
• Allendale Campus: Wednesday, October 8, 11 a.m.-3 p.m ., Henry Hall ; 
Friday, October 10, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Kirkhof Center 
KSON poster presentation scheduled 
Senior level nursing students will display posters that describe complex 
patient problems for an evaluation that faculty and staff members are 
invited to attend. 
The posters will be displayed from 9-11 a.m. on Thursday, October 9, in 
room 123 of the Cook-De Vos Center for Health Sciences. 
Kirkhof School of Nursing faculty members Mary Kay Kempker Van 
Driel , Grace Hoyer, Catherine Earl , Susan Bosold and Marilyn 
VanderWerf assigned the project , which includes a powerpoint presenta-
tion. Several other KSON faculty members will judge the posters and 
awards will be given to first-, second-, and third-place winners. 
FORUM 
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·Lord of Rings• reading 
will raise money for GRPS 
More than 100 students, area dignitaries and fans of Tolkien will read 
from The Lord of the Rings during a 24-hour fund-raising marathon 
beginning October 9, at noon , at the Cook Carillon Tower. 
Nancy Patterson , School of Education faculty member, said she planned 
the event after hearing of its success on other college campuses. Money 
raised from the marathon reading session will benefit Grand Rapids 
Public Schools classroom libraries and the Celebrate Literacy Conference , 
scheduled for October 24-25 in the Kirkhof Center. 
Patterson is trying to recruit readers. Among those already signed up is 
George Heartwell, Grand Rapids mayor-elect. People who would like to 
read can contact Patterson at xl6226 or at patterna@gvsu.edu. She hopes 
to raise $2,500; readers can pledge $25 or get someone to sponsor them. 
Columbia professor will address 
mentoring minority students 
A Columbia University psychology professor and substance abuse 
researcher will talk to interested Grand Valley faculty and staff members 
about educating and mentoring minority stu-
dents during an October 9 presentation. 
Carl Hart is assistant professor of psychology 
at Columbia and a researcher at the New York 
State Psychiatric Institute . His research focus-
es on evaluating drug effects on workplace-
relevant behaviors and implementing new 
cognitive tasks that could be used to assess 
drug abusers. 
His presentation , "Cultivating Black Scientists 
Through Effective Mentoring: An Insider's 
Carl Hart 
Perspective," will run from 6-8 p.m. in the Grand River Room of Kirkhof 
Center. The Multicultural Affairs office is sponsoring Hart's visit; 
questions can be directed to x 12177. 
What 's Ahead continues on page 3 
···-------------------------
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in sess ion and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o 
forum @gvsu.edu. Telephone: 6 16-331 -222 l. 
Fax: 616-331-2250. 
Eduardo Sanchez-Rojas, associate 
director of Multicultural Affairs 
"At GVSU we 
individualize attention 
- every student is a 
person," he said . 
"Among the faculty, 
staff and students, 
there is a feeling of 
mutual respect here, 
and that 's a real value 
to the students." 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form .html. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's daily online 
publication , on the Web at: 
www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
As associate director of Multicultural Affairs, 
Eduardo Sanchez-Rojas' primary goal is to raise 
awareness of the many resources that Grand Valley 
offers. 
"I work with minority students who are seeking a 
degree in science," he said . He also serves as an 
adviser for on-campus organizations like the Latino 
Student Union, Native American Student 
Association and Asian Student Union . 
Sanchez-Rojas and staff members from the Office of 
Multicultural Affairs bring programs and speakers to 
campus and host workshops, often with cooperation 
of other university departments. 
"People often don't use resources because they don 't 
know they exist," he said. 
He cited departments like the Academic Resource 
Center, Counseling Center, and many student organi-
zations that "give the students tools to succeed, as 
well as help them navigate through the university." 
Sanchez-Rojas spends 
free time attending 
Native gatherings and 
festivals. 
Eduardo Sanchez-Rojas 
He stressed the importance of community and said , 
"You cannot be isolated - get involved!" 
GV Faces 
Help us tell the interesting stories behind Grand 
Valley by nominating someone for a profile. 
E-mail the Forum, forum@gvsu.edu , with names 
and contact information . 
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Across Campus 
GVSU named 1 Best Buy• by researchers • Offer full residential faci lities including residence halls and dining 
services; 
For the eighth year running, Grand Valley was named one of America's 
100 Best College Buys by Institutional Research and Evaluation , Inc . 
Grand Valley is the only Michigan institution to be included every year 
the report has been compiled . 
• Have had an entering freshman class in the fa ll of 2002 with a high 
school grade point average and/or SAT/ACT score equal to or above the 
national average for entering college freshmen; 
The accolade underscores what many already know - that Grand Valley 
offers exceptional value. An average class size of 27 , collaborative facul-
ty/student research opportunities, and classes taught by faculty rather than 
teaching assistants contribute to an interactive learning environment. 
• Have an out-of-state cost of attendance in 2003-04 for three quarters 
or two semesters below the national average cost of attendance or not 
exceeding the national average cost by more than 10 percent. 
Women·s Center looking for 
1 Monologues· directors 
The university is so attractive, in fact , that increased applications meant 
Grand Valley had a waiting li st for the first time in recent years for the 
2003-2004 school year. 
The Women 's Center is looking for student/staff/community members to 
be directors for this year's production of "The Vagina Monologues." 
Candidates should have have some theater background . 
To be considered for the designation , an institution must: 
•Bean accredited, four-year institution offering bachelor's degrees; 
Submit names, contact information, and letters of interest to Adrienne 
Trier, trierad@gvsu.edu , by October 29 . 
What's Ahead 
·spoken-word diva· to 
appear in Grand Rapids 
Well-known 
playwright, 
poet, actor, 
and activist 
Sarah Jones 
has performed 
her show, 
"Surface 
Transit," to 
sold-out audi-
ences at The 
Kennedy 
Center and at 
the U.S. 
Sarah Jones 
Comedy Arts Festival, where it was award-
ed best one-person show. On Tuesday, 
October 9, the "spoken-word diva" (The 
New York Times) will bring her show to 
West Michigan audiences. 
Jones will be featured at 7 p .m. on 
Thursday, October 9, at St. Cecilia Music 
Society, 24 Ransom St. NE in downtown 
Grand Rapids. The performance is free and 
open to the public . It is sponsored by the 
West Michigan Women 's Studies Council 
with funding from the Nokomis Foundation . 
In "Surface Transit," which premiered in 
1998, Jones impersonates eight eclectic char-
acters ranging from a Jewish grandmother to 
a recovering hip-hophead . The show was the 
centerpiece of the first New York Hip-Hop 
Theatre Festival and, in 2000, won the prize 
for best one-person show at HBO's Comedy 
Arts Festival in Aspen. 
Jones' appearance in Grand Rapids is spon-
sored by the West Michigan Women 's 
Studies Council, a consortium of profession-
als from six area colleges and universities . 
The council consists of representatives from 
Davenport and Grand Valley State universi-
ties, and Aquinas, Calvin, Hope, and Grand 
Rapids Community colleges . 
••• 
Journalism expert kicks off 
School of Comm·s 20th 
anniversary celebration 
A look at the journalism of the past two 
decades can reveal much about how the field 
has changed over the years, and where it 's 
heading. The public is invited to join Grand 
Valley's School of Communications (SOC) for 
an indepth look at journalism with a top expert. 
Rem Rieder, editor of 
American Journalism 
Review, will present 
"American Journalism: 
Past, Present and Future" 
at 7 p.m. on Thursday, 
October 9, in the 
Loosemore Auditorium 
of the De Vos Center. The 
event is open to the pub-
lic free of charge. To 
determine audience size, 
Rem Rieder 
those planning to attend are asked to call 
xl3668. 
Rieder 's visit kicks off the SOC's 20th anniver-
sary celebration . Upcoming events include: 
• "An Evening with Helen Thomas and 
Suzanne Geha," presented at 7 p.m. October 28 
in conjunction with Grand Valley 's Fall Arts 
Celebration; 
• An overview of the role of public relations with 
Cheryl Proctor-Rogers, regional corporate affairs 
manager of HBO , at 7:30 p.m. on November 13 . 
Student musicians featured 
in Friday concert 
Some of Grand Valley's finest young musicians 
wi ll be highlighted in a Student Collage 
Concert, one of the featured events in Grand 
Valley's ongoing Fall Arts Celebration . The free 
performance takes place at 12 noon on Friday, 
October 10, in the Cook-DeWitt Center. 
Featured students represent a wide variety of 
musical backgrounds. They are Robby McCabe, 
trumpet; Cameron Warne, violin; Lucy Finkle, 
soprano; Ksenia Leletkina, piano; and Mia 
Alford and Sarunas Jankauskas, clarinet. 
Conference on the 
Americas focuses on 
culture. politics 
The seventh annual Conference on the 
Americas will focus on Latin American cul ture 
and politics. 
The daylong event, sponsored by the Latin 
American Studies Program, will run from 8 a.m.-
10 p.m. on Saturday, October, 11 , in the Eberhard 
Center and Performing Arts Center. Alma 
Guillermoprieto, Latin America correspondent for 
the New Yorker and the New York Review of 
Books , will give the keynote speech at 1 p.m. 
Other events at the Eberhard Center include panel 
discussions, workshops and a film festival. 
Events conclude with a performance from 
Paisajes Argentinos , a tango and folklore 
ensemble from Argentina. Tickets for the 8 p.m. 
performance at the PAC are $ 15 . Reserved tick-
ets are $12 and can be reserved by sending an 
e-mail to Khedija Gadhoum , at 
gadhoumk@gvsu .edu, or calling her at x i 3463. 
Parking. transportation 
topics for open discussion 
Parking and campus transportation wi ll be dis-
cussed during forums scheduled next week. 
Sponsored by administration and Student 
Senate , four forums are planned: 
• Allendale Campus: 
Monday, October 13, 9:30-11:30 a.m., 
Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room ; 4-6 p.m., 
Kirkhof Center, Pere Marquette Room. 
• Pew Campus: 
Tuesday, October 14, 9:30-11:30 a.m., 
De Vos Center, Loosemore Auditorium; 
Tuesday, October 21, 4-6 p.m., De Vos 
Center, room 136E. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline 616-331-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Tues., Oct. 7- Wed., Oct. 8 
8 a.m.-4:30 p .m.: VAGTC Access China Seminar. 
119 CHS. Call x16811 for information. 
Tues., Oct. 7 
10 a.m .-2 p .m .: Flu Prevention Campaign. Flu 
shots for retirees, faculty, staff and their 
dependents. CHS . Call xl2215 for more 
information. 
3:30-5 p.m.: FTLC Seminar, "Teaching in 
America," for international faculty. DEV 
488C . Call x13498 for more information. 
4-7 p.m.: Regional Math and Science Center 
Workshop, "Animals and Plant Invaders of 
the Great Lakes." Lake Michigan Center, 
Muskegon . Call x13749 for information . 
Wed., Oct. 8 
11 a.m .-3 p .m.: Flu Prevention Campaign. Henry 
Hall. Call x12215 for more information. 
12 noon: Arts at Noon Series . Eyal Sela per-
forms with Darma. CDC. Call x 13484 for 
more information. 
3-4 p.m.: Counseling and Career Development 
Seminar, "Reducing Procrastination ." 204 
STU. Call x13266 for more information. 
Thurs., Oct. 9 
9 a.m.-1 p.m.: Flu Prevention Campaign . DEV. 
Call xl2215 for more information . 
12:30-2 p.m .: FTLC Seminar, "Can Students 
Really Help Other Students Write Better?" 
AH. Call xl3498 for more information . 
1 p.m .: Middle East Studies Lecture. "Who Feels 
Marginalized?: Wealth , Poverty, Status and 
Inclusion Among Arab Immigrants to 
Detroit," by Ann Chih Lin and Amaney Jamal. 
204 KC. Call xl3184 for more information. 
2-6 p.m.: Flu Prevention Campaign. EC. Call 
x12215 for more information. 
4:30-8 :30 p .m.: Regional Math and Science 
Center Workshop. Building Confidence 
through Content Series: Biotechnology. Call 
xl2267 for more information. 
6-8 p.m.: Multicultural Affairs presents Carl 
Hart speaking on "Cultivating Black 
Scientists Through Effective Mentoring: An 
Insider's Perspective." Grand River Room, 
KC. Call xl2177 for more information. 
7 p.m.: West Michigan Women Studies Council 
presents Sarah Jones. St. Cecilia , Grand 
Rapids . Call xl2748 for more information . 
7 p .m .: School of Communications presents Rem 
Rieder, editor of American Journalism 
Review. DEV, Loosemore Auditorium. Call 
x13668 for more information. 
8 p .m.: Women's Center, other departments 
sponsor Self Defense Series (1st of 3 ses-
sions). Multipurpose Room, FH. Call x13659 
for registration information. 
8 p .m.: Music Department Concert. Small Jazz 
Ensembles. Sherman Van Solkema Recital 
Hall, PAC. Call x13484 for more information. 
Fri., Oct. 10 
All Day: National Lee Denim Day for Breast 
Cancer Awareness. Call x12748 for more 
information. 
9 a.m.-1 p .m.: Flu Prevention Campaign.KC. 
Call xl2215 for more information. 
12 noon: Fall Arts Celebration. Student Collage 
Concert featuring music students . CDC. Call 
x13484 for more information. 
7:30 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival Performance. 
Bard to Go. LAT, PAC. Call xl2300 for ticket 
information. 
VENTS 
Sat., Oct. 11 
8 a.m.- 10 p .m.: Latin American Studies hosts 
Conference on the Americas 2003 . Keynote 
speaker, Alma Guillermoprieto, at 1 p .m. EC. 
Call xl2325 for more information. 
9 a.m.- 2 p.m.: Regional Math and Science 
Center Workshop, 'Trout Habitat Study." 
Rogue River, Rockford . Call 987-1002 for 
more information. 
9 a .m. : Making Strides Against Breast Cancer 
Walk. Calder Plaza, Grand Rapids. Call 
x12748 for more information . 
8 p.m.: Music Department Guest Artist Series. 
Paisaj1;;s Argentinos, featuring music , dance 
and theatre stars from Argentina . LAT, PAC . 
Call xl3484 for more information . 
Sun., Oct. 12 
3 p.m.: Music Department Concert. Symphonic 
Wind Ensemble. LAT, PAC. Call xl3484 for 
more information. 
Mon., Oct. 13 
9:30-11:30 a .m. : Parking & Transportation 
Forum. Grand River Room , KC. Call xl6700 
for more information. 
4-6 p.m.: Parking & Transportation Forum. Pere 
Marquette Room, KC . 
Sports 
Home events only 
Fri., Oct. 10 
4 p.m .: Cross Country. Michigan Intercollegiate 
Championships at Rolling Hills Golf Course. 
Sat., Oct. 11 
1 p.m .: Swimming and Diving Blue and White 
Intrasquad, FH pool. 
4 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Gannon University. 
···---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Keith Watts, assistant professor of Modem 
Languages and Literatures, was interviewed by 
the Grand Rapids Press about the Posada exhibit. 
Carol Sanchez, associate professor of manage-
ment, was interviewed by WOOD-TV 8 about 
white collar layoffs at Siemens Dematic . 
Renato Corbetta, instructor of political science, 
was interviewed by WKZO-AM about the 
attacks against the U .N . headquarters in 
Baghdad and President Bush's speech at the 
United Nations. 
Sketches 
Senez Rodriguez-Charbonier, associate profes-
sor of psychology, conducted a marriage enrich-
ment seminar for 15 couples at a northeast 
Grand Rapids Hispanic church . 
Bopi Biddanda, assistant professor at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute , was awarded a grant 
from National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration's Ocean Exploration Division to 
study the ecology of recently discovered sub-
merged sink holes in Thunder Bay, Lake Huron . 
Lorelle Thomas, associate professor of art and 
design, won the 2003 Quest for Excellence 
Award from the Michigan Museum Association 
for design of the publication, "The Dutch 
Collection of Contemporary Prints: A Gift of the 
Brooks Family," for the GVSU Art Gallery. 
• •• 
